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in order to
promote and
introduce the
37" General
Assembly as
effective as
possible. We
have just
completed
gulf region
World Trade
Centers visits
gaining
significant
achievements
The delegation led by our CEQ Mr. Alpaslan
Baki Ertekin visited four World Trade Centers
in the region and their respective managers
between May 1-4, 2006 by receiving tremendous
feedback and affirmative insight.
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Our delegation visited World Trade Centers
Doha, Bahrain, Dubai and Abu Dhabi and
their General of Mr. P.A.M. Sheriff,
Ms. Suha Mattar, Mr. Abdulla T. Qassem
and Mr. Ousama Ghannoum during this
efficient trip along with a very interactive
press conference held in Doha.
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Islanhul chasen for
WTC global meet

Thanks to the enormous efforts and organization
of Mr. Sheriff, our press conference took part
within the very prestigious newspapers of the
Gulf Region such as Gulf Times English, the
Peninsula English, Al Sharq Arabic, Al Rayah
Arabic and Al Watan Arabic.

During this initiative press conference drawing
significant attention from the regional press,
Our CEO Mr. Ertekin especially underscored
the profound aspiration of World Trade Center
Istanbul to organize this prestigious assembly
in Istanbul by gaining tremendous success
and participation. He also emphasized the
brilliant growth trend in the Turkish economy
by pointing out the beooming construction
sector in the region of which Turkish
construction companies might assist to their
counterparts in the region along with their
know-how and experience. The press conference
then ended with a very constructive questions
and answers section in order to address to
the questions of the local journalists,
Qur productive visit to the gulf region World
Trade Centers virtually enhanced our hopes

Online Registration For The 37th General Assembly:

and expectations upon the prosperity of the
General Assembly. All the senior managers
of whom we had the chance to speak with
in Doha, Bahrain, Dubai and Abu Dhabi
expressed to us their sincere willingness to
participate in the General Assembly with a
larger trade missions. They also unveiled their
opinions to use their close business circles
and contacts in order to promote the assembly
within their core structures.

In the last day of our trip, our delegation
visited “Arabian Travel Market Fair” held in
World Trade Center Dubai's excellent fair
ground. Thanks to the polite invitation of
General Manager Mr. Qassem we had the
chance to observe their particular
accomplishments in the fair business and
their tremendous future projects. Due to our
100,000 sqm fair grounds that are classified
as the biggest in the Eurasia region, our
delegation exchanged very constructive ideas
with the General Manager Mr.Qassem in
order to enhance bilateral relations between
our centers in the future,
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WTC ISTANBUL
DELEGATION COMPLETED
ITS FIRST ROAD SHOW

Ever since,
World Trade
Center
Istanbul has
been chosen
as the host
of the 37"
CED of WTC [stambul Mr. Alpasdon Baki Erielin General
Managing Dircor o WIC Roedom s flnde Hisios g < co iy,
our managers have really been spending long
working hours in order to find out the most
effective ways to promote the General Assembly
to the entire world as effective as possible.
According to a bilateral insight compromised
within the managerial team, we have decided

to implement a road map to get the maximum
feedback. One of the most effective dimensions
of this rcad map is our road shows being
organized and conducted by our CEO Mr.
Alpaslan Baki Ertekin. In our road show
program as WTC Istanbul delegation we are
visiting specific WT'Cs around the world and
their managers in order to promote and
explain the 37" General Assembly while
searching out new ways to enhance the
bilateral relations between our centers.

By following up our intensive agenda, we
have completed our Western Europe WTCs
visits gaining significant success and affirmative
insight. According to the program organized
between March 28 through March 31 we have
visited WTC Brussels, WTC Antwerp and
WTC Rotterdam along with their respective
General Managers; Mr. Charles De Pauw,

Mr. Leo Noels and Ms, Jolande Huijers.
During our visit to the WTC Rotterdam, a
very warm and constructive talks have emerged
between our board member and Vice Mayor
of Istanbul Mr. ldris Gallice and the Vice
Mayor of Rotterdam Mr, Wim Van Sluis.

Vice Mayor of [ganbul Mr. ldris Gilldee
Vice Mayor of Rotterdam Mr. Wim Var Sluis
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Alpaslan Baki
Ertekin

Genaral
Manager

aertekin @ wicistanbul.net Hello all,

As the World Trade Centers Association 37 General Assembly, which
will be bosted by the World Trade Center Istanbul on Oct.28-Nov.01,
2006, apporaches, our preparations contunie at the fastest speed, and
we are all set and ready to welcome you, our guests. As our enthusiasm
and devotion to our job is increasing as we organize road shows to
varicus parts of the world, we also experience the beauty and pleasure
of dialogs and interactions that we establisb with our colleagues from
different countries.

As I mentioned in the previous issue of our newsletter, we bave organized
our first road sbow to New York, United States in January 2006, where
we have visited the World Trade Centers Association as well as Javits
Convention Center. Since then, we bave completed two more road shows,
first to Belgium and the Netberlands and second to the Gulf Region,
including Qatar, Babrain and Dubai of United Arab Emirates, and
attended the World Trade Centers European Regional Meeting that took
place Cyprus in mid-May.

All our shows were exceptional and we believe bad enormous effects
on those Wolrd Trade Centers and the business communities at the
places that we visited about participation to the 37" General Assembly,
During our visits, we introduced ourselves and the Turkish economy
as well as the 37" General Assembly, We talked about the 4-day
program of the General Assembly, the benefits for the World Trade
Centers, international business community and the couniries tbat
participate, answered questions, got to know each other, and most
importantly paved the way for continuous collaboration between them
and the World Trade Center Istanbul,

Qur trip to Belgium and the Netherlands included World Trade Centers
in Brussels, Antwerp and Rotterdam, where all World Trade Centers
in the Netherlands business community led by the World Trade Center-
Beurs experessed their outstanding efforts to bring a buge delegation
to the Assembly where as the World Trade Center in Brussels were
very exticed about the enormous foreign investment opportunities in
Istanbul as well as the other parts of Turkey.

Shortly after we got back from the Netherlands, we bad our way to
the Gulf region, where we visited the World Trade Centers in Qatar,
Babrain and United Arab Emirates, in early May, Our first stop was
the World Trade Center in Doba, Qatar, where we were welcomed by
the whole business community., The Qatari press and newspapers took
our wvisit to their headlines and the World Trade Center delegates
expressed their interest in atlending the General Assembly and doing
business with Turkey. From Qatar we moved fo Babrain the mext day
and then to Dubai the following day, where we paid our visits to the
World Trade Centers in those cities. We saw their facilities, attended
meetings and trade shows with them and made our presentaions to
their business communities, who were also determined to attend the
General Assembly in Istanbul, like those in other places that we visited
previously as part of our road shows.

May 2006 bas been a very busy moth for us, as we also atiended the
World Trade Centers European Regional Meeting that took place in
Cyprus. As it was in otber road show visits, we made our presentation
bad an outstanding feedback from the audience. I believe all the road
shows that we completed up to now bave ignited our moiivation, as
well as the motivation of those World Trade Centers that we wvisited,
to make this General Assembly an outstanding one.

I would like to thank all of you bope to mect with you in the next
issue see you in the Istanbul.

On behalf of World Trade Center Istanbul
Alpaslan Baki Ertekin/General Manager
aertekin @ wtcistanbul.net

Zeynep Uslu / Foreign Affairs
zuslu @wicistanbul.net

ISTANBUL

Emre Goker/egoker@wicistanbul.net
Murat Crrpici/ meirpici@ wtcistanbul.net
Ersan ErtQiztin /feertuzun@wicistanbul.net
Zeynep Uslu fzuslu@wtcistanbul.net
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TURKEY IS THE

PARTNER OF 2007 HANNOVER FAIR

Turkey is became the partner country
of the 2007 Hannover Fair. Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce President
Murat Yalgintag has said that as an
outcome of the reciprocal visits of
him and the President of the Hannover
Municipality, Herbert Schmalstieg,
to each other, Turkey is appointed
as the partner country of the exhibition
in 2007, Yalgintas, who claimed that
Turkish firms will mark the exhibition
next year, stated that the firms would

get the opportunity to expand their
markets by promoting their products
and services while Turkey's cultural
and natural riches would be advertised.

While mentioning that India, which
was this year's partner country, has
obtained great gains from the fair,
Mera Shankar, ambassador of India,
said that 1,3 billion USD worth of
business deals have been done.

ISTANBUL COC TO ORGANIZE THE
NATIONAL PARTICIPATION TO
MACEF 2006 AUTUMN FAIR

Istanbul Chamber of Commerce is
organizing for the 6 time Turkey's
national participation to the Int'l
Macef 2006 Autumn Fair, which will
take place on September 8-11, 2006,
in Milan, Italy.

The Macef Fair, which is one of the

most important and influential
exhibitions of Europe, will provide

Fax

Emre Goker/egoker@wicistanbul.net

WWW artworks-tr.com

our entrepreneurs with the opportunity
to interact with businessmen from

neighboring countries as well as Italy
and get their shares in this market.

Products such as kitchen ware, table
services, table top goods and plastic
home appliances will be displayed
at the booth of Istanbul COC.

Havalimam Karsisi Yesilkoy/Istanbul, Turkey
Phone

: +90 212 465 03 03
: 490 212 465 03 04

http:/fwww.wicistanbul.net
E-Mail

. info@wtcistanbul.net
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TURKEY BECAME THE
STAR OF WORLD
TOURISM FAIR

Turkey showed itself at the World Tourism Fair,
known as Salon Mondial du Tourisme, organized
in Paris as the most popular destination of tour
operators and firms.

The reviews about the Paris fair at “Tourmag.com”,
the most popular website in the tourism sector,
show that Turkey and Antilles are the most popular
tourist destinations.

The packet tours that tour operators offer at a 5
percent discounted rate throughout the fair aroused
great interest among the attendants. According to
the report by Bureau of Culture and Tourism of
Turkey, the fair, through which French people get
first impressions and make decisions on their big
vacations, signaled that the holiday season of the
French people, who are going to travel to Turkey,
will be luminous.

Atilla Kog, the Culture and Tourism Minister of
Turkey, visited the opening day ceremonies of the
fair on March 16 and held meetings with tour
operators, where he listened to them about the
problems of the sector.

The number of French travelers to Turkey increased
in 2005,
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FOREIGN FUNDS WATCH TURKISH REAL
ESTATE MARKET CLOSELY

The action in the real estate sector of Turkey continues. After foreign banks and
companies such as GE, HSBC, Fortis, Bank Europa, and NBG, who want to offer
real estate loans when the mortgage system becomes active, completed merges in
Turkey, real estate development firms such as Dubai Fund were put on the agenda
to develop projects.

And now, the foreign funds are observing the Real Estate Investment Corporations
in the Turkish property market. Foreign investors, who want to buy shares of
those companies that deliver high profitability, are getting in touch with their
executives and inviting them to talk about Turkish markets and firms.

The executives of Real Estate Investment Corporations are traveling overseas every
month to promotion. Sometimes 20 funds attend a single road show.

Garanti Real Estate Investment Corporation CEO Kiirsat Tuncel, who attended such
a road show in the UK, stated that the foreign investors were interested in this
sector before but it has never been as much as it is today. "Our last road show
is the best example,” said Tuncel and continued, “We have made one-hour
presentations to 18 investment funds in two days. I can say that this is a record.”

Funds that are interested in Turkey:

1. Nordea Investment Management .............. T R e .eees Denmark
2. Robur EQUITIES ....ccciiirieiriiniiinineiiiiiis s sinrecsicee s sesnnransn e s snn Sweden
do:  Kepler Equities o s sk s s Germany
4, Gnifin Capital Management ........coooivininninnn o e R Gibraltar
3. UBS Global Aszet Management ... Zurich
B Bl e S himer i i i b e b T R G R Germany
7. Carnegie Asset Management ..o s Deenmark
8. Nextra Investment Management .............. R R Italy

9. Scottish Widows Investment Partnership ..o, UK

10, Allianz Dresdner .cnmnnnminnnsmmiasuasraimaasnisnsamas s Oenany
B e |- UK

12, Handelsbanken Asset Management .........covcmmmmmnmnans oweden
13:; Thames:-River-Capital i Si sl UK

I4,, BaskiCapial wommemsmmms am o s e s e et W S S T
L0 Credit SUHBSe v o b s s R s Zurich
16. Chilton Investment ............. A A UK

B O S A NP st B S B UK

18. Nomura Assel Managemenl .......oovmiimimmsmirmmssns i UK

CONSTRUCTION SECTOR IS THE
STAR OF TURKEY

According to the data from the Turkish
Statistical Institute (Turkstatl, the
construction sector has marked the first
half of 2005 with a growth rate of 19.7
percent. The sector, which grew 20 percent
last vear, is expected to continue this
trend for a long time. According to the
experts, the sector has the potential to
grow substantially not only in Turkey
but also abroad.

The main cause of this positive
development is the increased demand
due to dropped real estate prices and
stretched payment terms. Other factors,
such as the government’s goal of building
100,000 residences, rising number of
projects of the construction companies,
increasing demand for new business
centers and shopping malls, growing
investments due to tourism sector being
pointed as the star sector of the future,

and foreign investments gaining importance
due to economic stability and growth,
play a big role in fueling of the sector.

On the other hand, the sector is expected
to become more active since the mo
system is going to be activated in 2006,

When evaluated together with construction
equipment exports and contractor services,
the sector has a share of 20 percent in
Turkey's exports. Not only construction,
but the construction equipment industry
holds an important position in Europe
with its quality and capacity that's
compatible in the world markets. Turkey
is in the position of “World Size Producer”
of cement, ceramics, iron, steel and glass.
There has been important technological
progress also in the prefabricated
construction sector in recent years.
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TURKISH FIRM BUILDING
DUBAI SUBWAY

Put out to tender in 2005, Dubai
Subway Project, which is one of
the world's biggest ever with 3.7
billion USD in total, has been
given to a Turkish-Japanese
consortium that includes Turkish
firm Yap:r Merkezi, Mitsubishi,
Obayashi and Kajima. The
construction of the project, which
is going to be the longest subway
in the world to be built at once,
has started and scheduled to be
completed on September 09, 2009,

“With this project, we are carrying our expertise in rail systems
and claim to be to world's best in this field to the international
arena. We will prove our quality once again when we complete

this project,”

said Bagar Arnioglu from Yap: Merkezi delegation

during the ceremony for the start of the subway construction.

In 2004, Yap1 Merkezi was the winner of the World Subway Systems
Award, which is given by the International Union of Public

Transport.

KOC GROUP'S 2010
TARGET REALIZED
LAST YEAR,

2015 TARGET EXPECTED
TO BE MET THIS YEAR

Adding Tupras (Turkish Petroleum
Refineries Corporation), which operates
in energy and Yap Kredi Bank in
finance sectors, into its structure,
Ko¢ Group continues its fast

Kog holding CEO Bulent (haydmll
reported that they hit the 2010
planning to meet 2010’s target this
will reach 3 billion USD, which is
a 100 percent growth.

Oraydinl, who explains their motive
with the words "World is my
playground”, stated “We are 389"

biggest firm in the world according
to 2004 results. If we meet our
of the bigpest 200 companies in the
world." He also claimed that these
figures showed the size of Kog
Holding as global firm.

Investments of Ko¢ Holding:

* The investment and manufacturing
of Tofas Mmlca.rgt} and D200
projects start in 2006 and 2007,
respectively, Efforts to expand
Ferrari and Maserati
distributorships, will continue.

= Argelik's it revenue is 1.2
billion Euros. After the opening
of the plant in Russia, the target
for the place of the third plant
is China. Beko will also co-
manufacture with Arcelik in
Russia.

WORLD WATER
FORUM 2009 WILL
BE HELD IN ISTANBUL

The Turkish Ministry of Energy
and Natural Resources has
reported that the 5" Assembly
of the World Water Forum will
be held in 2009 in Istanbul. The
Ministry has stated that between
2006 and 2009, Turkey will
become the world's focus point
for all activities related to water.
It is also reminded in the
statement that although UAE,
Nepal and Qatar had also been
candidates along with Turkey for
running activities related to water,
World Water Council General

Board chose Turkey by a large
majority. The board also appointed
4 new members, including Veysel
Eroglu, President of the Turkish
General Directorate of State
Hydraulic Works, to the 36-
member management board. The
report acknowledges that with
this successful decision, Turkey
will be hosting series of assemblies
called “Water Olympics"”, which
will attract between 15,000 and
20,000 people from 120 countries
around the world.

ISTANBUL
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IMF: TURKEY WILL BE THE 17 TH
BIGGEST ECONOMY

Fast economic growth is bringing Turkey every year to higher ranks
in the giants' league. The GDP, which was 362.5 billion USD in
2005, made Turkey the 19th biggest cconomy in the world. In
2006, IMF expects Turkey to climb the 17th rank with GDP of

414.1 billion _______ .
usD. The i Country GDFP (Billion USD) | GDP per capita (USD)
country was 2006 2007 2005 2007
26th in rank in =GRy 132084 | 139431 | 44168 46094
2002 with GDP |, | 1,000 44210 | 45690 34500 35751
of 183 billion | 3| Gemany | 27526 | 28466 | 33356 34475
USD. This year | 4| china 2526 | 28192 1926 2136
Turkey is [5]TK 201 | 23669 36875 34958
expected 10 | 4| France 20925 | 21725 33387 34525
l e a v e | 7|y 1751,1 18148 30144 31200
Switzerland and | 3| Canada 1258,7 1309.2 38659 39855
Belgium behind, | 9| Spain 11564 | 12299 27815 29444
but it won't be | 10| Brazil 1023.2 1144,8 5507 5932
enough to cover | 11 | Russia 900.0 1046,7 6331 7391
the 210 billion | 12| S. Korea | 8920 948.7 18320 19325
USD difference | 13| India | 899 | 9254 76 824
with the 14 | Mexico 3-‘-!:‘5 ¥ 5939 26 5246
Netherlands, | 13| Ausualia 7292 763.6 35311 36521
which is one | 16| Netherands| 6249 654,5 38232 30389
rank on top of L1/| Turkey 14,1 4465 5692 6041
Turkey.

* The grocery chain Migros will
complete its merge with Tansag
in June. 70 new stores in
31 stores outside I'urkcyand?
shopping malls are planned to
be opened.

Divan Hotels is pla.n.mng to

opening of Divan City Istanbul.

The goal of Opet, the il stations
chain, is to open 80 new stations
and a storage warchouse.

Ko¢ Holding becoming the 134th in the giants' league:

Order Company Revenue (Million $)
127 Microsoft 36.835
130 Nokia 36.401
| 134 Kog Holding 36.000
135 Lockheed Mertin 35.526
138 Motorola 35.349
139 Gazprom 35.089
140 British Telecom 34.673
141 Intel 34.230
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PERFECTION

AWARD FROM
EUROPE TO TURKISH
ECONOMY BANK

Turkish Economy Bank (TEB) has won the “High Appraisal
Award", which is awarded by the European Payments Consulting
Association (EPCA) during the “Payment Systems Europe
Perfection Awards Contest” that they have organized. The
service, which made TEB to win the prize in "The Most
Reformist and the Biggest Cost Saving Payment System Solution”
category at the contest, where European institutions participated
with the payvment systems that they developed in 2005, is
currently being used by many companies that have high levels
of payment transactions, such as Turkish Airlines and Bosch
Industry and Trade Corporation. The prize is given to Unsal
Aysun, VP of Institutional Banking and Cash Management,
and Murat Tanm, Director of Cash Management Department,
during the ceremony that took place in Amsterdam.
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WHAT IS MATCHMAKING
CENTER?

Matchmaking Centers (ESMER) are
dynamic and international synergy
focal points that are designed by
the Small and Medium Industry
Development Organization
(KOSGEB) to ensure the success
of businesses that export by
providing services such as basic
services as well as organizational,
consulting, international fair and
showroom services.

More information on Matchmaking Center can be reached by calling

+00 212 212 34 14 - 16,
al wWwWw. e5-mer.ne

or emailing at aka@inloexpo.biz,
ot and www. kosgeb.gov.tr

or through websites

Matchmaking Center for Small and
Medium-Sized Businesses

Small and Medium Industry
Development Organization (KOSGEB)
of Turkey is undertaking numerous
projects that are aimed to assist
small and medium-sized Turkish
businesses to access foreign markets,
Through the Matchmaking Centers
of KOSGEB, businesses are able to

access potential foreign partners,
KOSGEB also supports matchmaking
activities of other organizations. In
this context, Gleobal MT firm
organized matchmaking sessions,
which 30 Turkish firms are expected
to attend, in Algeria on April 812,
2006 with the support of KOSGEB.

TRADE MOBILIZATION IN AIR

Turkish Airlines and KOSGEB started
a joint trade mobilization project,
as part of which special flights are
arranged for businessmen and
KOSGEB will provide support for
the ticket fares as well as
Matchmaking Centers will be set
up in visited cities throughout the
world. First, the flight schedules
will be determined according to
trade shows and exhibitions that
take place in the 59 countries that

Turkish Airlines fly to. Then
Matchmaking Centers will be set
up and they will be marketed to
all KOSGEB members. Accordingly,
prepared flight list will be sent to
tour operators in those foreign
countries. Even if they are strangers
to those countries that they visit,
the businessmen will be able to
meet face to face with potential
trade partners there.

BASE IN MOSCOW FOR
THOSE SMALL BUSINESSES
OPENING TO RUSSIA

KOSGEB opened a Matchmaking
Center in Moscow last year in order
to help Turkish businesses take
advantage of new opportunities in
Russia and Eurasia. At the opening

ceremony of the Center, 4" Russian
Small Business Matchmaking Fair
took place with the participation of
45 Turkish and 350 Russian small
businesses.

NEW MATCHMAKING CENTERS ARE

BEING OPENED

New Matchmaking Centers are being
opened that would connect more
Turkish businesses to foreign markets,
After the one opened in Russia,
new Centers are scheduled to be
opened in Germany, Israel and the
Netherlands. The Centers enable
joint investments and sharing know-
how.,

KOSGEB president Erkan Gurkan
said, "With this project, we are
doing something that has never
done before. We are receiving
demand from so many countries,
our negotiations continue. But, we
are screening the demands carefully.
The project is becoming a network
that we did not anticipate bcfnrc"'-
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BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA
WAITING FOR

TURKISH

INVESTORS

FRANCE LOOKING
TO INVEST IN
ENERGY AND

TRANSPORTATION

IN TURKEY

MALAYSIA INVITES
TURKISH
BUSINESSES

Malaysian Minister of International
Trade and Industry Mr. Rafidah
Abdulaziz, who attended the
“Malaysia-Turkey Business
Opportunities” seminar that was
co-hosted by Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce, the Union of Chambers
and Commodity Exchanges and

ISTANBUL,

The Union of Chambers and
Commodity Exchanges of
Turkey (TOBB) and the
Foreign Trade Chamber of
Bosnia and Herzegovina has
signed a joint-action agreement,
which is aimed to improve
trade relations between the
two entities. TOBB President
Rifat Hisarcikhoglu stated that
the signed agreement would
benefit the economic
relationship of the two

Paul Poudade, France
Ambassador to Turkey, said
that the successful cooperation
of Turkey and France in the
automotive sector must be
accomplished in other sectors
as well, such as energy and
transportation industries.
Stating that the French
investors would be interested
in energy and transportation
sectors in the short term,
Poudade pointed out that the

ISTANBUL
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countries. He also explained
that as part of the agreement,
joint-projects would be
executed and there would be
an exchange of know-how.
He said, "Bosnia will provide
us with an advantage in
logistics as they are in the
center of Europe. The FTAs
(Free Trade Agreements) that
they signed with eight
countries, including Slovenia,
which is a member of the

environment sector would
gain momentum in the long
term period.

“Today France is the 7'
biggest foreign investor in
Turkey and its interest in
these investments is increasing
everyday. The current
infrastructure of Turkey is
excellent,” Poudade continued.
In this context, having talked
about Turkey's good control
of its inflation, high speed

European Union, would give
us an easy access to the
European Union market.”
Until now, Turkish
construction companies have
signed contracts worth 20
million USD in total for the
renovation of Bosnia, The
biggest project that the Turkish
companies have taken in
Bosnia is the re-construction
of the historic Mostar Bridge.

of growth, and its dynamic
and entrepreneur society,
Poudade promised to
everything he can to help
grow the relationship between
the two countries and said
that the French palace will
host any activity that would
serve this purpose.

the Foreign Economic Relations
Board of Turkey, having emphasized
the tax advantages as well as others
in his country, invited the Turkish
business community to do business
in Malaysia. The Minister said at
the seminar, where he addressed
the representatives of business
communities of both countries, that
they embarked on a world tour in
order to generate business
opportunities, and the their next
stops would be Egypt and Saudi
Arabia.

THE PRINCIPAL CITY
OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE...

Istanbul Chamber of Commerce
(ICOC) Board of Directors Chairman
Murat Yalgintas who pointed out
that Istanbul has a distinctive place
in the development of Turkish
tourism , said that their objective
is to make Istanbul the principal
city of international trade, finance,
fair organizations and tourism. In
the speech he served at the meeting
of “International Skal Istanbul”
organized by professionals of tourism,
Yalgintas who pointed out that the
tourism sector has made great paces
during the past few years, said
that Turkey has risen as a brand
in the international arena. Yalgintas
who remarked that Istanbul has a

distinctive place in the development
of Turkish tourism, continued as
follows: “Because [stanbul is a
significant gate. Two continents
meet here. This is the capitol city
of empires. History and nature are
two magnificent earrings on the
ears of Istanbul, All these elements
contribute to the uniqueness of
Istanbul as a city of tourism.
Unfortunately, all these riches have
not been fully exploited vet for
the development of Istanbul. Service
sectors which provide high returns
for Istanbul should be given higher
priority in order to evaluate these
possibilities; because existing
investments are not adeguate”.

Kariye is located at
onary meaning
', or "rural”
avel outside the

Edirnekap section of Istanbul. The
of Kariye ) is “outside of
in old G i
city walls in very
The first Kbora Church was built on t )
chapel by Justiniar he building which manag
irvive until the times of the Commenos with various
additions and repairs, gained importance when the
Imperial Palace Blakbernia near the city walls was
expanded. At the end of 11% century Maria Dukaina,
the mother-in-law of Emperor Alexi I bad it rebuild.
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Dol;;z;zf)'db'ge'
Palace Celebrates
its 150” Birthday

Dolmabahge Palace, which is one of the marvels
of Turkey, celebrates its 150" birthday. Bilent
Anng, who is the head of the Turkish Parliament,
held a press conference regarding the palace’s
birthday celebrations, which will take place in
June. “The number of pcople visited the National
Palaces in Istanbul has risen from 570,000 visitors
in 2003 to 1 million visitors in 2005. Consequently,
the revenues have risen from 2.6 million YTL
in 2003 to 5.4 million YTL in 2005." Said Mr.
Anng, pointing out that the entrance fee for the
National Palace visits has not changed for the
last 3 years. Mr. Anng also stated that they are
giving very much importance to the National
Palaces as they are conscious of the responsibility
of passing the rich history of Turkey to the next
generations,

Mr. Anng continued his speech reporting the re-
opening of those seven historical monuments
such as Dolmabahge Clock Museum, Glass House
and Abdulmecit Efendi Library, which have been
closed for visitors before. “25 different cultural
events are planned for 2006. In addition to

photograph exhibitions, concerts, paint workshops
for kids and a TV documentary done by TRT,
a symposmm named ‘Dolmabahge Palace in its
150" Year' is scheduled to take placc with the
attendance of academy and experts,” he said.
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Istanbul is the
Culture
Capital of 2010

European Union has appointed Istanbul
as the Europe's Culture Capital for 2010.
The Jury Commission of the EU, which
does the selection for the Culture Capital
of Europe, consists of two delegates each
from Eu Parliament, EU Commission
and EU Council, and one delegate from
Regions Committee. Jury's decision will
be approved by the EU Commissions
before it is announced officially in
November. Kiev, the capital of Ukraine,
is competing with Istanbul for this fitle.

Europe's Culture Capital
Europe's Culture Capital concept was
offered for the first time in 1985 by
Greece's Culture Minister Melina Merkuri,
Same year the EU Council has determined

TURKISH ARTIST GETS
THE OSCAR OF
PHOTOGRAPHY

International Center of Photography (ICP),
well-known organization for photography,
awarded the “Young Photographer” prize
to a Turkish artist, Ahmet Polat. The

ICP jury that includes Renee Zellweger,
Calvin Klein, Fabian Beron and Robert
Fleck gave the prize to Polat, who is a
voung artist of Galeri X-Ist. Henri Cartier

“INTERNATIONAL

the outline of the project and put it in
practice. From 1985 through 2000, capital
of a EU member country has been
appointed as the Culture Capital. In
2000, this title has been started to be
given to more than one city as well as
to the cities of EU candidates.

Athens of Greece, Florence of Italy,
Amsterdam of the Netherlands, Berlin of
Germany, Paris of France, Madrid of
Spain, Lisbon of Portuguese, Selonica of
Greece and Brussels of Belgium are some
of the cities that are awarded Culture
Capital title.

Bresson, Thomas Rose, Steven Miesel,

the photographer of 2005 Pirelli Calendar
and Jeff Krueger are among the artists

that were awarded to this prize in previous
years.

This prize, awarded by the International
Center of Photography, is one of the
most prestigious in photography field.
The ICP prize candidates, who are
nominated by international authorities,
are selected by an independent committee
inside the ICP's body.

IRAQ FAIR” TO BE HELD IN GAZIANTEP

Iraq is going to organize

the fair in Gaziantep, where countries that Turkey does

its first exhibition in another
country on June 7-11, 2006
in Gaziantep. The protocol
of the fair, which will have
a positive influence on
trade between Turkey and
Irag, has been signed
between Muhanad Ahmad
Saleh, General Manager of
Foreign Economic Relations
and Fairs Administration
of Iraq Trade Ministry, and
Bilgin Aygil, President of
the Board of Forum Fair
and Development Corp.,
at the Union of Chambers
and Commeadity Exchanges
of Turkey.

State Minister Karsat
Tizmen, who spoke at the
protocol ceremony, said
“A business forum named
‘Business Partner Irag’,
regarding energy, health,
agriculture, industry and
infrastructure sectors, will
be organized throughout

trade and cooperation
opportunities with Irag will
be discussed. We are
expecting thousands of
visitors from many
countries, especially from
our neighbors, to attend
this forum." Tiizmen,
having added that as an
outcome of the “Strategy
for Developing Trade with
Neighboring Countries”
they have reached a
considerable success in
recent years in relations
with Iraq, stated that
exports to Iraq have reached
2,8 million USD in 2005
and during the same period
Turkish firms and Irag
have traded 2,7 billion
USD worth of transit
petroleum products. "The
business that our contractors
have taken after 2003 rose
to 3 billion USD. Iraq is
climbing to the highest
ranks on the list of

the most trade and transit
trade with, and that give
the most projects to
Turkey,” he said. Having
explained that they are
targeting to increase the
trade volume with Irag to
10 billion dollars in three
yvears and that they want
to make Irag one of the
top three countries that
Turkish contractors
undertake projects in the
most, Tézmen concluded
“Jointly with the Union of
Chambers and Commodity
Exchanges of Turkey
(TOBBI, we are completing
the modernization of Habur
Customs Gate under the
Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT)
model. The first part of
the gate will be completed
by next spring and all
modernization work will
be finished by the end of

next summer,”






